240                               HINDU AMERICA

with the face of natural color. In its ears were rings of gold and
silver; in the lower lip a precious stone, and on its head plumes of
red and green feathers. Back of the head was the sign of smoke,
indicating that he heard the prayers of sinners; around the neck was
a collar of gold, so large as to cover the breast; on the arms brace-
lets of gold; at the naval a rich green stone; in the left hand a fan
of rare feathers, surrounding a circular plate of gold, highly
polished, by which was meant that herein was reflected all the doings
of the world.* It was called Itjlachia, the Viewer. In its right hand
were darts, signifying that he punished the guilty, for which reason
he was held in great fear. At his feasts, every four years, was granted
absolution, or general remission of sins, on which occasion tjhey made
and ate an effigy of this god. Upon the left foot were twenty little
bells, and on the right tihe fore-feet of a deer, to signify his lightness
and agility in his works. It had also a cloak, well worked, black
and white, with a fringe of red, black and white rosettes, adorned
with feathers.

'The temple of tjhis idol was very high and beautiful, ascended
by eighty steps, and at the top was a level space, twelve or fourteen
feet broad, and on it a dark chamber, lined with rich cloths, of various
colors, with fringes of feathers, so that the chamber was obscure, and
the idol dark and mysterious. None but the priests dared enter here.
In front of the entrance to this chamber, or chapel, was an altar, of
the height of a man, overlooking which was a pedestal for the idol,
surmounted by a canopy, adorned with gold, feathers and precious
stones."

*"The mirror in his hands," says Torqttemada, "denoted his Providence,
which beheld everything as in a mirror. The skull and hearts signified that
he possessed equal power over life and death."